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Staged Delius Opera
October 28, 2015

 

Ireland  Delius: Koanga, Wexford Festival Orchestra and Chorus, Stephen Barlow (conductor), National Opera
House, Wexford, 27.10.2015 (JMI)

 

                                                             Photo: Clive Barda

 

New Production

Direction: Michael Gieleta
Sets: James Mac Namara
Costumes: Sarah Roberts
Lighting: Ian Sommerville
Videos: Sean O’Riordan

 

Cast:
Koanga: Norman Garrett
Palmyra: Nozuko Teto
Simon Pérez: Jeff Gwaltney
Martínez: Christopher Robertson
Clotilda: Kate Allen
Uncle Joe and Rangwan: Aubrey Allicock

Always of special interest to the opera lover, the Wexford Festival Opera is well known for staging little-known works
by composers who were once important, although some have now fallen into oblivion. This year the festival presents
three true rarities: Koanga by Frederick Delius, Guglielmo Ratcliff by Pietro Mascagni, and Le Pré aux Clercs by
Ferdinand Hérold. One of the things that stands out about this organization is the important presence of volunteers who
assist the Friends of the Festival, sometimes usher, and even look after the wardrobe.

I was extremely pleased with my time in this pleasant town. If some of my readers are encouraged to attend (and I
highly recommend it), next year’s program will include Herculanum (David), Vanessa (Barber), and Maria de Rudenz
(Donizetti).
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Koanga is the third of seven operas composed by Frederick Delius. It deals with the theme of slavery in the American
South, which Delius knew from living there as a young man. He wrote it in 1897 and struggled to have it performed.
The first complete staging was in Germany in 1904; it did not come to Britain until 1935, after Delius had died, and due
to the personal commitment of Sir Thomas Beecham. In 1972 the libretto was revised, and that is the version offered
here. The opera is interesting with some compelling moments throughout, among them the Epilogue which is poetic and
moving. Perhaps it falls somewhat short on inspiration, and the importance of Voodoo in the plot does not exactly help
to make it more engaging.

Koanga is an African prince, kidnapped by slave traders and sold to the plantation of Don Jose Martinez. His rebellious
nature leads him to reject the work assigned to him, and Martinez offers to make him the companion of Palmyra, his
wife’s maid. They fall in love right away, which arouses the anger of the foreman, Simon Perez, who wants to marry
Palmyra but is constantly rejected by her. During the preparations for the wedding, a fight between Martinez and
Koanga causes the latter and some fellow slaves to flee, and Koanga casts a curse upon the plantation. Concerned about
Palmyra, Koanga returns to the plantation, kills the foreman, is arrested by Martinez’s guards, and is executed. Palmyra
then renounces her Christian beliefs and kills herself, hoping to join her beloved in a better world.

Wexford Festival Opera commissioned a new production by Michael Gieleta, who has created a simple, attractive, and
powerful work. The stage is a sort of white box closed by walls, the movements of which ingeniously accommodate the
development of the action. The light-colored costumes are rather timeless, the lighting is effective, and there is a
remarkable complement of videos projected on the walls. The story is well-narrated, with solid stage direction.

The musical direction was in the hands of Stephen Barlow, who managed to hold the audience with a compelling
reading of the score. There was a fine performance from the Festival Orchestra, particularly in the brass section. The
Festival Chorus, which is composed, almost without exception, of young people, did very well.

Koanga, the protagonist, was played by American baritone Norman Garrett. He was convincing, and well-suited to the
character, although he had some problems in the first act.

The best of performance in the cast came from South African soprano Nozuko Teto in the character of Palmyra. Her
voice has quality and is handled well, and she is remarkable on stage. She could have a bright future in the purely lyrical
repertoire.

American tenor Jeff Gwaltney was a strong Simon Perez, but he almost sounded more baritone than tenor. Christopher
Robertson was tight at the top, but overall did fine as Martinez. A good impression was left by American bass-baritone
Aubrey Allicock, doubling as Uncle Joe and Rangwan, who offered a sonorous voice.

Jose M. Irurzun

 

Posted by José Irurzun | Filed Under International Opera, Opera & Ballet, This Week's Reviews 

Comments

Leave a Reply

 Name

 Mail (will not be published)

 Website

http://seenandheard-international.com/category/opera-and-ballet-reviews/international-opera/
http://seenandheard-international.com/category/opera-and-ballet-reviews/
http://seenandheard-international.com/category/twsr/


NPR NY Times BBC Independent News

Submit Comment

Latest Classical Music News and Reviews

In 'Great Scott,' Joyce DiDonato Leads An Opera Within An Opera

31 October 2015

The Music Of 'The Martian,' Deconstructed

30 October 2015

A Teasing Trumpeter: Jeffrey Curnow's Cartoons

30 October 2015

Richard Strauss' Musical Mountain Climb

28 October 2015

A Tale Of Two Sergeys: Boston Symphony Orchestra At Carnegie Hall

23 October 2015

Recent Reviews
New York This is a test of the notification system __________________________________
Edinburgh RSNO Celebrates Hallowe’en with Ghosts, Skeletons and Music
__________________________________
New York A Trio of Adventurers, Exploring the Voice’s Outer Regions __________________________________
New York Sumptious Sound from James Levine in the Met’s Traditional Tannhäuser
__________________________________
Zurich Bustling Scandinavian Bohème Confounds the Critics __________________________________
Vancouver The Intrigue of the Paganini Variations: World Premiere of Poul Ruders’ Piano Concerto no. 3
__________________________________
Los Angeles Jake Heggie’s Moby Dick: Expansive Yet Intimate   __________________________________
Totnes Totnes Hosts Absorbing Programme of Inca Music from K’antu Ensemble
__________________________________
London Royal Academy Present Outstanding Figaro Set in Cuba __________________________________
Philadelphia Runnicles Back in Commanding Form in Philadelphia __________________________________
Zurich Bringuier’s Brahms 2 and Batiashvili’s Sibelius Concerto Impress in Zurich
__________________________________
Llandudno Gremlins hit WNO’s I Puritani in Llandudno. __________________________________
Llandudno Updating Madness in Handel’s Orlando Proves Problematical for WNO

http://www.npr.org/2015/10/31/452909764/in-great-scott-joyce-didonato-leads-an-opera-within-an-opera?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=classical
http://www.npr.org/2015/10/30/453153097/the-music-of-the-martian-deconstructed?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=classical
http://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2015/10/30/452896445/a-teasing-trumpeter-jeffrey-curnows-cartoons?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=classical
http://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2015/10/28/452581472/richard-strauss-musical-mountain-climb?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=classical
http://www.npr.org/event/music/451116807/a-tale-of-two-sergeys-boston-symphony-orchestra-at-carnegie-hall?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=classical
http://www.musicweb-international.com/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/this-is-a-test-of-the-notification-system/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/rsno-celebrates-halloween-with-ghosts-skeletons-and-music/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/58310/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/sumptious-sound-from-james-levine-in-the-mets-traditional-tannhauser/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/bustling-scandinavian-boheme-confounds-the-critics/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/the-intrigue-of-the-paganini-variations-world-premiere-of-poul-ruders-piano-concerto-no-3/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/jake-heggies-moby-dick-expansive-yet-intimate/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/totnes-hosts-absorbing-programme-of-inca-music-from-kantu-ensemble/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/royal-academy-present-outstanding-figaro-set-in-cuba-2/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/runnicles-back-in-commanding-form-in-philadelphia/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/bringuiers-brahms-2-and-batiashvilis-sibelius-concerto-impress-in-zurich/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/gremlins-hit-wnos-i-puritani-in-llandudno/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/updating-madness-in-handels-orlando-proves-problematical-for-wno/


__________________________________
London Christoph Prégardien Champions Lesser-Known Schubert Lieder
__________________________________
London Royal Academy Present Outstanding Figaro Set in Cuba __________________________________
London A Winning Lunchtime Recital at St Luke’s from Alice Sara Ott
__________________________________
Oxford Imaginative and Illuminating Presentation of Die schöne Magelone in Oxford
__________________________________
New York Hewitt Reaches a Touchstone of Western Music __________________________________
London A Refreshing Concert from the LPO and Markus Stenz __________________________________
London Subtle and Melancholic Balletic Meditation on Odyssean Themes
__________________________________

Season Previews
NEW! Preview Lucerne Festival 2016

__________________________________
NEW! Strange and Ancient Instruments Celebrate  Sound House Developments

__________________________________
NEW! Carlos Acosta presents his Classical Selection at the London Coliseum in December

__________________________________
NEW! UK Ripon International Festival 5 – 21 September, 2015 __________________________________
NEW! The 2015-16 Season of Dance and Music at The Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly

Hills __________________________________
NEW! Woody Allen Staging of Gianni Schicchi to Open LA Opera’s 2015/16 Season

__________________________________
NEW! Cincinnati 2015-2016 Season: Things to Come __________________________________
NEW! Such Stuff as Dreams are Made of – Ex Cathedra Announce 2015-16 Season

__________________________________
NEW! St John’s Smith Square Announces its 2015/16 Season __________________________________
NEW! Visiting Orchestras Tour Switzerland 2015/16 __________________________________
NEW! The Music Center’s 2015-16 Season of Dance in Los Angeles __________________________________

Receive Our Daily Review Summary
Email *

Subscribe

News and Featured Articles
NEW! The Musical Loders of Bath – Study Day

__________________________________
NEW! Bruce Dickey on the Cornetto and the Vespers __________________________________
NEW! NCEM Young Composers Award 2016 __________________________________
NEW! Sir David Willcocks, CBE, MC. 30 December 1919 – 17 September 2015

__________________________________
NEW! An Evening With Ivan Skrt __________________________________
NEW! New Energy in Early Music in the Pacific Northwest: An Interview with Matthew White

http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/christoph-pregardien-champions-lesser-known-schubert-lieder/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/11/royal-academy-present-outstanding-figaro-set-in-cuba/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/a-winning-lunchtime-recital-at-st-lukes-from-alice-sara-ott/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/imaginative-and-illuminating-presentation-of-die-schone-magelone-in-oxford/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/hewitt-reaches-a-touchstone-of-western-music/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/a-refreshing-concert-from-the-lpo-and-markus-stenz/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/subtle-and-melancholic-balletic-meditation-on-odyssean-themes/
http://tinyurl.com/nqvfwrn
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/58135/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/new-strange-and-ancient-instruments-celebrate-sound-house-developments/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/new-carlos-acosta-presents-his-classical-selection-at-the-london-coliseum-in-december/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/09/newuk-ripon-international-festival-5-21-september-2015/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/09/the-2015-16-season-of-dance-and-music-at-the-wallis-annenberg-center-for-the-performing-arts-in-beverly-hills/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/08/new-woody-allen-staging-of-gianni-schicchi-to-open-la-operas-201516-season/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/08/new-cincinnati-2015-2016-season-things-to-come/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/08/such-stuff-as-dreams-are-made-o-ex-cathedra-announce-2015-16-season/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/06/st-johns-smith-square-announces-its-201516-season/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/06/new-visiting-orchestras-tour-switzerland-201516/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/05/new-the-music-centers-2015-16-season-of-dance-in-los-angeles/
https://www.facebook.com/Seen.and.Heard.Intl
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/new-the-musical-loders-of-bath-study-day/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/bruce-dickey-on-the-cornetto-and-the-vespers/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/10/new-ncem-young-composers-award-2016/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/09/new-sir-david-willcocks-cbe-mc-30-december-1919-17-september-2015/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/09/an-evening-with-ivan-skrt/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/09/new-new-energy-in-early-music-in-the-pacific-northwest-an-interview-with-matthew-white/


__________________________________
NEW! Some Outstanding Premieres at 2015 Presteigne Festival, August 27-September 1st (GH)

__________________________________
NEW! The Glyndebourne Rape of Lucretia Seen Streaming __________________________________
NEW! The Sollazzo Ensemble Wins the 2015 York Early Music International Young Artists Competition

__________________________________
NEW! Nurturing Creative Talent: the Composer Academy at Cheltenham Music Festival (RJ)

__________________________________

Search Seen Heard and Music Web International

Reviews by Reviewer
David Allen

Archives
Archives Select Month

Copyright © 2015 Seen and Heard International | All rights reserved.

· Log in

http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/09/new-some-outstanding-premieres-at-2015-presteigne-festival-august-27-september-1st-gh/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/08/the-glyndebourne-rape-of-lucretia-seen-streaming/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/07/new-the-sollazzo-ensemble-wins-the-2015-york-early-music-international-young-artists-competition/
http://seenandheard-international.com/2015/07/nurturing-creative-talent-the-composer-academy-at-cheltenham-music-festival-rj/
http://seenandheard-international.com/
http://seenandheard-international.com/wp-login.php

